xr                  KENAN'S "VIE DE JESUS "                193

insensible to those numberless points in which as a
fact Christianity has given expression to the best and
highest thoughts that man can have. Strauss, to
account for what we see, imagined an idea, or a set
of ideas, gradually worked out into the shape of a
history, of which scarcely anything can be taken as
real matter of fact, except the bare existence of the
person who was clothed in the process of time with
the attributes created by the idealising legend. Such
a view is too vague and indistinct to satisfy French
minds. A theory of this sort, to find general accept-
ance in France, must start with concrete history, and
not be history held in solution in the cloudy shapes
of myths which vanish as soon as touched. M.
Renan's process is in the main the reverse of Strauss's.
He undertakes to extract the real history recorded in
the Gospels; and not only so, but to make it even
more palpable and interesting, if not more wonderful,
than it seems at first sight in the original records, by
removing the crust of mistake and exaggeration
which has concealed the true character of what the
narrative records; by rewriting it according to those
canons of what is probable and intelligible in human
life and capacity which are recognised in the public
whom he addresses.

Two of these canons govern the construction of
the book. One of them is the assumption that in
no part of the history of man is the supernatural to
be admitted. This, of course, is not peculiar to M.
Renan, though he lays it down with such emphasis
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